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The body of Pope Benedict XVI lies in St. Peter’s Basilica for public viewing at the Vatican Jan. 2. 
Tens of thousands of people paid their last respects to the late pontiff during the three days of public 
viewing. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

 STEUBENVILLE — Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey 
M. Monforton reflected on the death of Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI, saying: “We have just lost a good and 
faithful shepherd who has gone to the Lord Jesus Christ and 
we give thanks to God for his dedicated service. He gave 
us hope in a church throughout his care as chief shepherd.
 “I’m grateful to have had the privilege to visit with Pope 
Benedict at the end of what we called ‘Baby Bishop School’ 
in 2012. In fact, he was very cordial. When I thanked the 
pope for appointing me bishop of Steubenville, he smiled 
and said, ‘Steubenville, you have the university.’ He had 
visited the university as Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger.
 “His pastoral care and humility are a lesson, not just for 
religious and clergy, but for all Christians.
 “Many of the reforms of the Holy See that were com-
pleted by Pope Francis were inaugurated by Pope Benedict, 
which recognized the continuity between papacies. 
 “His three publications ‘Jesus of Nazareth’ are necessary, 
spiritual and academic reads, and no serious theological 
library is complete without them.”
 Bishop Monforton celebrated Mass for the peaceful 
repose of the soul of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI at Holy 
Rosary Church, Steubenville, Jan. 5.Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton greets Pope Benedict XVI. (File photo)

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Retired Pope Benedict XVI, who 
had an impressive record as a teacher and defender of the 
basics of Catholic faith, is likely to go down in history 
books as the first pope in almost 600 years to resign.
 He died Dec. 31 at the age of 95, nearly 10 years after 
leaving the papacy to retire to what he said would be a life 
of prayer and study.
 Pope Francis was scheduled to celebrate his predeces-
sor’s funeral Jan. 5 in St. Peter’s Square. Matteo Bruni, 
director of the Vatican press office, said the funeral rites 
would be simple in keeping with the wishes of the late 
pope.
 As the retired pope neared death, he was given the 
anointing of the sick Dec. 28 in his residence, Bruni said.
 His body was to lie in St. Peter’s Basilica beginning Jan. 
2 so that people could pay their respects and offer their 
prayers, he said.
 Immediately after the pope died at 9:34 a.m., Bruni 
said, his personal secretary, Archbishop Georg Ganswein, 
phoned Pope Francis, who went immediately to the late 
pope’s bedside to pray and to offer condolences to those 
who had cared for him in the last years of his life.
 Archbishop Ganswein told Vatican News Jan. 1 that 
Pope Benedict’s last words were, “Lord, I love you.”
 It was about 3 a.m. the day he died, the archbishop said. 
“In a faint voice, but in a clearly discernable way, he said 
in Italian, ‘Lord, I love you!’ I was not there at the time, 
but the nurse told me shortly afterward. These were his 
last comprehensible words, because afterward he was no 
longer able to express himself.”
 A close collaborator of St. John Paul II and the theologi-
cal expert behind many of his major teachings and gestures, 
Pope Benedict came to the papacy after 24 years heading 
the doctrinal congregation’s work of safeguarding Catholic 
teaching on faith and morals, correcting the work of some 
Catholic theologians and ensuring the theological solidity 
of the documents issued by other Vatican offices.
 As pope, he continued writing as a theologian, but 
also made historically important gestures to Catholics 
who had difficulty accepting all of the teachings of the 

Pope Benedict: Eight years as pope capped long ministry as teacher of faith

Second Vatican Council, particularly about the liturgy. In 
2007, he widened permission to use the “extraordinary” 
or pre-Vatican II form of the Mass and, a short time later, 
extended a hand to the traditionalist Society of St. Pius 
X. Besides lifting the excommunications of four of the 
society’s bishops who were ordained illicitly in 1988, he 
launched a long and intense dialogue with the group. In 
the end, though, the talks broke down.
 His papacy, which began when he was 78, was extremely 
busy for a man who already had a pacemaker and who had 

wanted to retire to study, write and pray when he turned 75. 
He used virtually every medium at his disposal – books and 
Twitter, sermons and encyclicals – to catechize the faithful 
on the foundational beliefs and practices of Christianity, 
ranging from the sermons of St. Augustine to the sign of 
the cross.
 Pope Benedict was the first pope to meet with victims of 
clerical sexual abuse. He clarified church laws to expedite 
cases and mandated that bishops’ conferences put in place 

Bishop Monforton reflects on the death of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
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Pope Benedict
stringent norms against abuse.
 Although he did not expect to travel 
much, he ended up making 24 trips to six 
continents and three times presided over 
World Youth Day mega-gatherings: in 
Germany in 2005, Australia in 2008, and 
Spain in 2011.
 On a historic visit to the United States 
in 2008, the pope brought his own identity 
into clearer focus for Americans. He set 
forth a moral challenge on issues ranging 
from economic justice to abortion. He also 
took church recognition of the priestly sex-
abuse scandal to a new level, expressing 
his personal shame at what happened and 
personally praying with victims.
 While still in his 30s, he served as an in-
fluential adviser during the Second Vatican 
Council, 1962-65, and as pope, he made it 
a priority to correct what he saw as overly 
expansive interpretations of Vatican II in 
favor of readings that stressed the council’s 
continuity with the church’s millennial 
traditions.
 Under his oversight, the Vatican contin-
ued to highlight the church’s moral bound-
aries on issues such as end-of-life medical 
care, marriage and homosexuality. But the 
pope’s message to society at large focused 
less on single issues and more on the risk 
of losing the basic relationship between the 
human being and the Creator.
 Surprising those who had expected a 
by-the-book pontificate from a man who 
had spent so many years as the Vatican’s 
chief doctrinal official, Pope Benedict em-
phasized that Christianity was a religion of 
love and not a religion of rules.
 The German-born pontiff did not try to 
match the popularity of St. John Paul, but 
the millions of people who came to see him 
in Rome and abroad came to appreciate his 
smile, his frequent ad-libs and his ability 
to speak from the heart.
 Some of Pope Benedict’s most memo-
rable statements came when he applied 
simple Gospel values to social issues 
such as the protection of human life, the 
environment and economics. When the 
global financial crisis worsened in 2008, 
for example, the pope insisted that financial 
institutions must put people before prof-
its. He also reminded people that money 
and worldly success are passing realities, 
saying: “Whoever builds his life on these 
things – on material things, on success, on 
appearances – is building on sand.”
 He consistently warned the West that 
unless its secularized society rediscov-
ered religious values, it could not hope to 
engage in real dialogue with Muslims and 
members of other religious traditions.
 In his encyclicals and in his books on 
“Jesus of Nazareth,” the pope honed that 
message, asking readers to discover the 
essential connections between sacrificial 
love, works of charity, a dedication to the 
truth and the Gospel of Christ.
 The retired pope looked in-depth at his 
papacy and resignation, his relationships 
with St. John Paul and Pope Francis and a 
host of other issues in “Last Testament,” a 
book-length interview with journalist Peter 
Seewald published in 2016.
 In the book, Pope Benedict insisted once 
again that he was not pressured by anyone 
or any event to resign and he did not feel 
he was running away from any problem. 
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However, he acknowledged “practical gov-
ernance was not my forte, and this certainly 
was a weakness.”
 Insisting “my hour had passed, and I had 
given all I could,” Pope Benedict said he 
never regretted resigning, but he did regret 
hurting friends and faithful who were “re-
ally distressed and felt forsaken” by his 
stepping down.
 Less than a month after resigning, he 
already looked frailer and walked with 
noticeably more difficulty than he did when 
he left office. The video images released by 
the Vatican March 23, 2013, when his suc-
cessor, Pope Francis, visited him at Castel 
Gandolfo underscored the “diminishing 
energy” Pope Benedict had said led to his 
resignation.
 Pope Benedict moved to the papal 
summer villa at Castel Gandolfo Feb. 28, 
2013, the day his resignation took effect. 
He remained at the villa south of Rome for 
two months – a period that included the 
conclave that elected Pope Francis as his 
successor and the first month of the new 
pope’s pontificate. The retired pope moved 
back to the Vatican May 2, 2013, living 
in a monastery remodeled as a residence 
for him, his secretary and the consecrated 
women who cared for his household before 
and after his resignation.
 On his only post-retirement trip outside 
of Italy, he flew to Germany in June 2020 
for a five-day visit with his ailing 96-year-
old brother.
 Answering questions from reporters 
on a flight back from Brazil in July 2013, 
Pope Francis spoke with admiration of 
the retired pope’s humility, intelligence 
and prayerfulness. The unusual situation 
of having a pope and a retired pope both 
living at the Vatican was working out 
very well, Pope Francis said. Having the 
retired pope nearby to consult with, or ask 
questions of, Pope Francis said, was “like 
having a grandfather at home – a very wise 
grandfather.”
 By the time Pope Benedict had been 
retired for a year, his daily routine was set. 
Archbishop Georg Ganswein, his personal 
secretary, said his days began with Mass, 
morning prayer and breakfast. Although 
mostly hidden from public view, he was 
not cloistered, but continued welcoming 
old friends and colleagues, engaging in 
dialogue or offering spiritual counsel. 
He spent hours reading and dealing with 

correspondence before a 4 p.m. stroll in the 
garden and recitation of the rosary.
 In the early days of his retirement, to 
the delight and surprise of pilgrims and 
cardinals, Pope Benedict appeared at major 
events with Pope Francis, including the 
opening of the Holy Door of St. Peter’s 
Basilica Dec. 8, 2015.
 At a June 2016 celebration in the 
Apostolic Palace, where Pope Benedict 
once lived and worked, Pope Francis, top 
officials of the Roman Curia and a few 
friends gathered with him to mark the 65th 
anniversary of the retired pontiff’s priestly 
ordination.
 Pope Francis told Pope Benedict that 
with him in residence, the monastery in 
the Vatican Gardens “emanates tranquil-
ity, peace, strength, faithfulness, maturity, 
faith, dedication and loyalty, which does 
so much good for me and gives strength 
to me and to the whole church.”
 Pope Benedict replied to Pope Francis, 
“More than the beauty found in the Vatican 
Gardens, your goodness is the place where 
I live; I feel protected.”
 He prayed that Pope Francis would con-
tinue to “lead us all on this path of divine 
mercy that shows the path of Jesus, to Jesus 
and to God.”
 Mercy was a prominent topic in an in-
terview Pope Benedict gave in 2015. The 
Catholic focus on mercy really began with 
St. John Paul, the retired pope told Belgian 
Jesuit Father Jacques Servais in the written 
interview, which was not released until 
March 2016.
 From his experience as a youth during 
World War II and his ministry under com-
munism in Poland, St. John Paul “affirmed 
that mercy is the only true and ultimately 
effective reaction against the power of evil. 
Only where there is mercy does cruelty 
end, only there do evil and violence stop,” 
said Pope Benedict, who worked closely 
with the Polish pope for decades.
 “Pope Francis,” he said, “is in complete 
agreement with this line. His pastoral prac-
tice is expressed precisely in the fact that 
he speaks continuously of God’s mercy.”
 Pope Benedict had said he planned to 
live a “hidden life” in retirement – and 
to a large extent he did. But when he did 
make contributions to public discussions, 
they became headline news. In April 2019, 
for instance, what he described as “notes” 
on the clerical sexual abuse crisis were 

published; and, in January 2020, an essay 
he wrote on priestly celibacy was published 
in a book by Cardinal Robert Sarah, prefect 
of the Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Sacraments.
 In the text on abuse, which the retired 
pope said was motivated by the February 
2019 Vatican summit on the crisis, Pope 
Benedict traced the abuse crisis to a loss of 
certainty about faith and morals, especially 
beginning in the late 1960s. To address the 
crisis, he wrote, “what is required first and 
foremost is the renewal of the faith in the 
reality of Jesus Christ given to us in the 
Blessed Sacrament.”
 The 2020 text on celibacy became the 
center of a media storm, not only because 
of its content, but also because Catholics 
were awaiting Pope Francis’ official re-
sponse to the Synod of Bishops for the 
Amazon and suggestions made there that 
in remote areas the church could consider 
ordaining some married men to take the 
sacraments to Catholics who usually go 
months without.
 Since marriage and priesthood both 
demand the total devotion and self-giving 
of a man to his vocation, “it does not seem 
possible to realize both vocations simulta-
neously,” Pope Benedict wrote in his essay.
 The retired pope’s contribution to the 
discussion became even more controver-
sial when Archbishop Ganswein informed 
media and the original publisher that while 
Pope Benedict contributed an essay to 
Cardinal Sarah’s book, he did not want to 
be listed as co-author of the volume.
 As inevitable as his election seemed after 
St. John Paul died in 2005, Pope Benedict’s 
path to the papacy was long and indirect.
 Joseph Ratzinger was born April 16, 
1927, in the Bavarian town of Marktl am 
Inn, the third and youngest child of a police 
officer, Joseph Sr., and his wife, Maria. 
Young Joseph joined his brother, Georg, 
at a minor seminary in 1939.
 Like other young students in Germany 
at the time, he was automatically enrolled 
in the Hitler Youth program, but soon 
stopped going to meetings. During World 
War II, he was conscripted into the army, 
and in the spring of 1945, he deserted his 
unit and returned home, spending a few 
months in an Allied prisoner-of-war camp. 
He returned to the seminary late in 1945 
and was ordained six years later, along with 
his brother.
 In a meeting with young people in 2006, 
the pope said witnessing the brutality 
of the Nazi regime helped persuade him 
to become a priest. But he also had to 
overcome some doubts, he said. For one 
thing, he asked himself whether he “could 
faithfully live celibacy” his entire life. He 
also recognized that his real leanings were 
toward theology and wondered whether 
he had the qualities of a good pastor and 
the ability “to be simple with the simple 
people.”
 After a short stint as a parish priest, the 
future pope began a teaching career and 
built a reputation as one of the church’s 
foremost theologians. At Vatican II, he 
made important contributions as a theo-
logical expert and embraced the council’s 
early work. But he began to have misgiv-
ings about an emerging anti-Roman bias, 
the idea of a “church from below” run on 

Newly elected Pope John Paul II greets Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger of Mu-
nich and Freising in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Oct. 22, 1978. (CNS 
photo/L’Osservatore Romano/KNA)
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Bishop Monforton’s Schedule
January

8          Epiphany Mass, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
            Oratory (Daughters of Holy Mary of the Heart of 
            Jesus), Lovers Lane, Steubenville, 11 a.m.
9          Catholic Conference of Ohio virtual meeting, 
            11 a.m.
9-17     Retreat
19        Mass, Franciscan Sisters Third Order Regular of
            Penance of the Sorrowful Mother motherhouse, 
            Toronto, 7:15 a.m.
            Diocesan Information Solutions Community 
            (DISC) board meeting, 3:30 p.m.
21        Eucharistic Revival Mass, Basilica of St. Mary of
            the Assumption, Marietta, 5:30 p.m.

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — A Ukrainian woman with her 
young son presented Pope Francis with several gifts and 
the names of Ukrainian prisoners of war, including her 
husband’s.
 Larysa and her son, Serhii, met the pope at the end of 
his general audience at the Vatican Dec. 21.
 The names of the prisoners were given in the hope that 
the pope “may be able to facilitate their liberation or at 
least an improvement in their conditions of detention,” the 
Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano, reported. Pope 
Francis already has helped facilitate hundreds of prisoner 
exchanges with Ukraine and Russia.
 It is not known the exact number of people on this new 
POW list, the newspaper reported.
 Larysa also gave the pope a calendar t i t led, 
“Azovstal,” the name of the large steel plant in Mariupol 
that sheltered the city’s last group of organized defense 
against the Russian siege and eventual takeover of the 
city. The pope leafed through each of the full-color 
pages of the calendar.
 She also gave the pope a Marian icon and a traditional-
styled Ukrainian shawl. Serhii gave the pope a pair of 
white boxing gloves that belonged to his father and a 
spiral bound notebook, which, according to the Vatican 
newspaper, had a map of Europe and Ukrainian soil affixed 
to the cover.
 Diana Yurash, the wife of Andrii Yurash, Ukraine’s 
ambassador to the Holy See, gave the pope a didukh – a 
traditional Christmas decoration made from sheaves of 
wheat from the year’s harvest.
 “They are the last sheaves harvested in fields where now 
there are bombs and mines,” Iryna Skab, embassy assistant, 
told the Vatican newspaper.

More names of POW’s given to pope

Bishop: ‘We are instruments of Jesus Christ’s peace’

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton celebrates Christmas Eve Mass at the Basilica of St. Mary 
of the Assumption, Marietta. (Screenshot/Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption YouTube channel)

By Matthew A. DiCenzo
Staff writer

 MARIETTA — Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. 
Monforton celebrated Christmas Eve Mass at the Basilica 
of St. Mary of the Assumption, Marietta.
 Msgr. John Michael Campbell, rector of the basilica and 
pastor of St. Henry Parish, Harriettsville, concelebrated the 
Mass. Deacon Lee V. Weisend assisted and read the Gospel 
(see, Luke, Chapter 2, Verses 1-14).
 Parishioners were able to attend the Mass or watch the 
livestream on the basilica’s website and YouTube channel, 
which was also shared on the Diocese of Steubenville’s 
Facebook page.
 The bishop began and concluded his homily by singing 
verses from “O Come, All Ye Faithful.”
 Bishop Monforton said, “At the end of the Gospel 
today, we hear of peace. The promise of peace is woven 
throughout the Old Testament, and now it comes to 
fruition.”
 He explained: “Peace comes in the person of Jesus, this 

little baby Jesus in the manger. Peace is one of the greatest 
gifts that God gives us. God bestows peace upon us, and 
we are invited to respond in kind, especially among each 
other. Peace finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ himself, 
and he entrusts the same peace in us.”
 The bishop referenced what is said during Mass after 
the Lord’s Prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your 
Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I give you.” Bishop 
Monforton added, “We are instruments of Jesus Christ’s 
peace.”
 He said the Old Testament stories of promise were 
fulfilled at the birth of Jesus, and “the entire world” is 
“involved in the Gospel narrative.”
 Bishop Monforton concluded, “In Jesus, heaven meets 
earth. The supernatural encounters the natural. God’s 
eternal realm enters the universe. The Advent season has 
prepared us through our watching and waiting for this very 
moment. The Prince of Peace has arrived.”
 The bishop wished everyone a Merry Christmas at the 
end of his homily.

Pope Benedict
From Page 2

a parliamentary model, and the direction of theological 
research in the church – criticism that would become even 
sharper in later years.
 In a 2005 speech that served as a kind of manifesto for 
his young papacy, Pope Benedict rejected what he called a 
“hermeneutic of discontinuity and rupture” in interpreting 
Vatican II as a radical break with the past. The pope called 
instead for reading the council through a “hermeneutic of 
reform” in continuity with Catholic tradition.
 In 1977, St. Paul VI named him archbishop of Munich 
and Freising and, four years later, Pope John Paul called 
him to head the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
where he wielded great influence on issues such as libera-
tion theology, dissent from church teachings and pressure 
for women’s ordination. Serving in this role for nearly a 
quarter century, then-Cardinal Ratzinger earned a reputa-
tion in some quarters as a sort of grand inquisitor, seeking 
to stamp out independent thinking, an image belied by 
his passion for debate with thinkers inside and outside the 
church.
 As the newly elected pope in 2005, he explained that 
he took the name Benedict to evoke the memory of Pope 
Benedict XV, a “courageous prophet of peace” during 
World War I, and said he wanted to place his ministry at 
the service of reconciliation and harmony among peoples.
 Like his namesake and his predecessors, he was untiring 
in his appeals for an end to violence in world trouble spots 
and for dialogue as the only true and lasting solution to 
conflict. Another key to building a better world, he said 

repeatedly, is to respect the right of each person to seek 
and to worship God.
 A direct appeal to China’s communist government to 
respect the religious freedom of its people was a central 
part of Pope Benedict’s 2007 Letter to Chinese Catholics. 
The letter also pleaded with the faithful on the mainland 
to work toward reconciliation between communities that 
had accepted some government control in order to minister 
openly and those that continued to practice their faith more 
clandestinely.
 In the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks 
in the United States and amid reports of rising religious-
inspired violence in various parts of the world, Pope Bene-
dict also repeatedly and clearly condemned all violence 
committed in the name of God.
 One of the biggest tests of his papacy came after a lecture 
at Germany’s University of Regensburg, in 2006, when he 
quoted a Christian medieval emperor who said the prophet 
Muhammad had brought “things only evil and inhuman, 
such as his command to spread by the sword the faith he 
preached.”
 Protests in the Muslim world followed, and Pope Bene-
dict apologized that his words had offended Muslims, 
distancing himself from the text he had quoted. Soon 
after, he accepted the invitation of an international group 
of Muslim scholars and leaders to launch a new dialogue 
initiative, “The Common Word,” looking at teachings that 
Christians and Muslims share.
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On New Year’s, pope calls for taking the risk of changing the world

Pope Francis kisses a figurine of the baby Jesus at the conclusion of Mass 
on the Feast of Mary, Mother of God, in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican 
Jan. 1. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — The best way to 
usher in a truly “new” year is to stop wait-
ing for things to get better on their own, 
and instead recognize what is essential and 
reach out now to help others, Pope Francis 
said.
 “Today, at the beginning of the year, 
rather than standing around thinking and 
hoping that things will change, we should 
instead ask ourselves, ‘This year, where do 
I want to go? Who is it that I can help?’” 
he said.
 “So many people, in the church and in 
society, are waiting for the good that you 
and you alone can do; they are waiting for 
your help,” he said at Mass Jan. 1, the Feast 
of Mary, Mother of God, and World Peace 
Day.
 While Pope Francis presided over the 
liturgy in St. Peter’s Basilica and gave the 
homily, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican 
secretary of state, was the main celebrant 
at the altar.
 In his homily the pope reflected on how 
Catholics begin a new year by contemplat-
ing the motherhood of Mary, who “blesses 
us and brings us the tender love of God 
made flesh.”
 “Mary gives us hope,” he said, and “at 
the beginning of this year, we need hope, 
just as the earth needs rain.”
 Pope Francis asked people pray to Mary 
to accompany the late Pope Benedict XVI 
on his journey “from this world to God.” 
And, before leading the recitation of the 
Angelus prayer after the Mass, the pope 

asked that people “all join together, with 
one heart and one soul, in thanking God 
for the gift of this faithful servant of the 
Gospel and of the church,” who died Dec. 
31.
 During the Mass, the prayers of the 
faithful included a petition that the Lord 
“welcome him kindly into the kingdom of 
light and peace.”
 In his homily, the pope also asked people 
to pray to Mary “for her sons and daughters 
who are suffering and no longer have the 
strength to pray, and for our many brothers 

and sisters throughout the world who are 
victims of war, passing these holidays in 
darkness and cold, in poverty and fear, 
immersed in violence and indifference!”
 God wants to bring his peace into 
people’s homes, hearts and world, he said. 
Yet to receive that peace the faithful must 
go “with haste” to encounter the Lord, just 
as the shepherds of Bethlehem did.
 “If we are to welcome God and his 
peace, we cannot stand around compla-
cently, waiting for things to get better,” the 
pope said. “We need to get up, recognize 

the moments of grace, set out and take a 
risk.”
 “Today, amid the lethargy that dulls our 
senses, the indifference that paralyzes our 
hearts and the temptation to waste time 
glued to a keyboard in front of a computer 
screen, the shepherds are summoning us to 
set out and get involved in our world, to 
dirty our hands and to do some good,” he 
said.
 With the beginning of a new year, the 
pope said, people need to take time out 
from their busy lives to grow closer to God, 
“to hear his word, to say a prayer, to adore 
and praise him.”
 Devoting time to what really matters 
also includes dedicating time to others, he 
added, for example, by listening to others, 
especially the elderly, and talking “with our 
children, to ask them about how they really 
are, and not simply about their studies or 
their health.”
 In his Angelus address after the Mass, 
the pope said that Mary reminds the faith-
ful that “if we truly want the new year to 
be good, if we want to reconstruct hope, 
we need to abandon the language, those 
actions and those choices inspired by ego-
ism.”
 People must “learn the language of love, 
which is to take care ... of our lives, of our 
time, of our souls; to take care of creation 
and the environment we live in; and even 
more, to take care of our neighbors, of 
those whom the Lord has placed alongside 
us, as well as our brothers and sisters who 
are in need and who call for our attention 
and our compassion,” he said.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Retired Pope 
Benedict XVI’s final message to Catholics 
around the world was: “Stand firm in the 
faith! Do not let yourselves be confused!”
 Less than 10 hours after informing the 
world that the 95-year-old pope had died 
Dec. 31, the Vatican press office released 
his spiritual testament, a statement of faith 
and of thanksgiving.
 Unlike St. John Paul II’s spiritual testa-
ment, Pope Benedict’s included no instruc-
tions for his funeral or burial and made 
no mention of what should happen to his 
belongings.
 “To all those whom I have wronged in 
any way, I ask forgiveness from my heart,” 
Pope Benedict wrote.
 Written in German and dated Aug. 29, 
2006 – in the second year of his almost 
eight-year pontificate – Pope Benedict 
wrote with great affection of his parents, 
his sister and his brother, the beauty of 
Bavaria and his faith in God.
 “If at this late hour of my life I look 
back over the decades I have been living, 
I first see how many reasons I have to give 
thanks,” he wrote in the document when he 
was 79 years old.
 “First of all, I thank God himself, the 
giver of every good gift, who gave me 
life and guided me through various mo-
ments of confusion; always picking me up 
whenever I began to slip and always giving 
me the light of his countenance again,” he 
said.       
 “In retrospect I see and understand that 
even the dark and tiring stretches of this 

Pope Benedict’s final message to Catholics: ‘Stand firm in the faith’

path were for my salvation and that it was 
in them that he guided me well.”
 Born in 1927, Joseph Ratzinger was 
raised in a Germany struggling to recover 
from the first World War; Adolf Hitler 
came to power when the future pope was 
only 7.
 In his testament, he offered thanks to his 
parents, “who gave me life in a difficult 
time and who, at the cost of great sacrifices, 
with their love prepared a magnificent 
home that like a clear light still enlightens 
my days.”
 “My father’s lucid faith taught us chil-
dren to believe, and as a signpost it has 
always stood firm in the midst of all my 
academic achievements,” he said. “My 
mother’s profound devotion and great 

goodness are a legacy for which I cannot 
thank her enough.”
 Pope Benedict thanked God for the many 
friends, both men and women, he had 
had by his side, and for his teachers and 
students – many of whom he continued to 
meet with late in his life.
 A pope known for his concern for the en-
vironment, he thanked God for the beauty 
of his Bavarian homeland, “in which I 
always saw the splendor of the Creator 
himself shining through.”
 “I pray that our land remains a land of 
faith,” he wrote before pleading with his 
fellow Germans to let nothing draw them 
from the faith.
 “And, finally,” he wrote, “I thank God 
for all the beauty I experienced at every 

stage of my journey, especially in Rome 
and in Italy, which became my second 
homeland.”
 Addressing the whole church, Pope 
Benedict urged Catholics to hold fast to 
their faith and to not let science or research 
shake the foundations of their belief.
 “It often seems as if science – the natu-
ral sciences on the one hand and histori-
cal research, like the exegesis of Sacred 
Scripture, on the other – are able to offer 
irrefutable results at odds with the Catholic 
faith,” he said.
 But he assured those reading the docu-
ment that throughout his life he had seen 
science offer “apparent certainties against 
the faith” only to see them vanish, “prov-
ing not to be science, but philosophical 
interpretations only apparently pertaining 
to science.”
 At the same time, he said, “it is in dia-
logue with the natural sciences that faith 
too has learned to better understand the 
limit of the scope of its claims, and thus 
its specificity.”
 In 60 years of theological study and 
observation, he said, he had seen “un-
shakable” theses collapse, including those 
offered by the “Marxist generation” of 
theologians.
 “The reasonableness of faith has emerged 
and is emerging again,” he wrote. “Jesus 
Christ is truly the way, the truth and the life 
– and the church, with all its inadequacies, 
is truly his body.”
 In the end, Pope Benedict wrote, “I 
humbly ask: pray for me, so that the Lord, 
despite all my sins and inadequacies, may 
receive me into his eternal dwelling.”

Pope Benedict XVI acknowledges pilgrims during his general audience in 
St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Nov. 4, 2009. Pope Benedict died Dec. 31, 
2022, at the age of 95 in his residence at the Vatican. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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God offers many ways to face life’s challenges, choices, Pope Francis says

Pope Francis greets people as he leaves his general audience in the Paul VI hall at the Vatican Dec. 
21, 2022. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY – Believers do not need to be afraid 
of obstacles, struggles and choices in life because God is 
always near, offering his love and guidance, Pope Francis 
said.
 “We can often have a distorted idea about God, thinking 
of him as a sullen, harsh judge, ready to catch us in the act,” 
the pope said Dec. 21 at his weekly general audience. “On 
the contrary, Jesus reveals a God who is full of compassion 
and tenderness for us, ready to sacrifice himself so he can 
come to us.”
 Speaking with visitors in the Paul VI audience hall, the 
pope continued his series of talks about the process of 
spiritual discernment.
 The process may seem complicated, he said, but “in 
reality, it is life that is complicated and, if we do not learn 
how to read it, as complicated as it is, we risk wasting our 
lives, living it with strategies that end up disheartening 
us.”
 “There is no need to be afraid,” he said, because God 
offers many “aids” to help people with this process.
 Discernment is needed, he said, because “life always 
presents choices to us, and if we do not make conscious 
choices, in the end it is life that chooses for us, taking us 
where we do not want to go.”
 “The goal of discernment is to recognize the salvation 
God is working in my life,” he said. “It reminds me that I 
am never alone and that, if I am struggling, it is because 
the stakes are high.”
 God helps people, first of all, with sacred Scripture and 
church doctrine, Pope Francis said.
 “They help us read what is stirring in our hearts, learn-
ing to recognize God’s voice and to distinguish it from 
other voices that seem to vie for our attention, but leave 
us confused in the end,” he said.
 Christians, he said, should take time every day to read a 
few verses from the Bible and quietly reflect on it, letting 
the word enter into and touch their hearts.
 God is waiting for people to stop and be silent, he said, 
because God’s voice is “discreet, respectful” and humble, 
“and it is only in peace that we can enter profoundly into 
ourselves and recognize the authentic desires the Lord has 
placed in our hearts.”
 “The Word of God is not simply a text to read. The Word 

is a living presence, a work of the Holy Spirit that comforts, 
instructs, gives light, strength, refreshment and a zest for 
life,” Pope Francis said.
 When the faithful have a consistent and close relation-
ship with Scripture, they will experience a close, loving 
relationship with Jesus, which is the other “indispensable 
aid” in discernment, he said.
 “Friendship with God is able to change the heart” and 
change people’s lives, he said, because it helps them realize 
“we have a tender, affectionate father who loves us, who 
has always loved us.”
 “God doesn’t want to destroy us, he wants us to be 
stronger and better people each day,” he said.
 “When we experience this, our heart melts and doubts, 
fears, feelings of unworthiness are dissolved,” he added. 
“This love is irresistible.”
 Another “aid,” the pope said, is to pray to the Holy Spirit, 
“who is present in us, who instructs us, makes the word 
of God that we read come alive, suggests meaningful new 
things, opens doors that seem closed, indicates paths in life 
where there seems to be only darkness and confusion.”

 The Holy Spirit, he said, is “the presence of God in us. 
He is the greatest gift, the greatest present, the father as-
sures to those who ask.”
 In greeting Polish speakers at the audience, the pope 
noted their tradition of leaving an empty place at the table 
on Christmas Eve for an unexpected guest. “This year it 
will be occupied by the multitude of refugees from Ukraine, 
to whom you have opened the doors of your homes with 
great generosity.”
 “May the Son of God, born in Bethlehem, fill each of 
you, your families and those you help with love,” he said.
 In his greetings in Italian, the pope asked for continued 
prayers for the people of Ukraine, especially the children, 
many of whom no longer smile.
 “It’s serious when a child loses the ability to smile. These 
children are burdened by the tragedy of this war that is so 
inhumane, so hard,” he said.
 “Let us think about the Ukrainian people this Christmas, 
without light, without heat, without the essential things 
for survival,” he added. “Let us pray to the Lord to bring 
peace as soon as possible.”

nicaraguan prelate in the us prays for detained brother bishop at home
By Rhina Guidos 

Catholic News Service
 WASHINGTON — An outspoken Nicaraguan auxiliary 
bishop now living in Florida offered a rosary and other 
prayers Dec. 20 from a Catholic church in Miami, clamor-
ing for the prompt freedom of a fellow bishop detained by 
the government of Daniel Ortega.
 “What the Nicaraguan dictatorship is doing against my 
brother bishop Rolando J. Álvarez is a crime. ... Rolando, 
you are not alone! We are with you, praying for you, and 
we demand your freedom. God is with you; He doesn’t 
abandon his prophets,” Bishop Silvio Baez, of the Arch-
diocese of Managua, tweeted Dec. 13 from Florida, where 
he has been living since 2019.
 Bishop Álvarez, who spoke against the closing of Nica-
raguan media critical of the government, came under siege 
in early August, when he was prevented from leaving a 
building belonging to the Diocese of Matagalpa, which 
he heads.
 Soldiers surrounded the building for days and some 
laypeople and priests who were inside the building with 
him were subsequently apprehended and sent to prison.
 The bishop was taken into home confinement later that 
month and recently the government charged him with 

conspiracy, spreading false news as well as damaging the 
Nicaraguan government and society. He is set to face a 
government trial Jan. 10, officials said.
 “We offer this holy rosary for our motherland of Nica-
ragua, undergoing dark and painful moments, and also for 
the church in Nicaragua, persecuted with great cruelty, but 
especially for the prompt liberation of Bishop Rolando 
Álvarez, who has been jailed and processed unjustly, for 
the political prisoners of the country who are innocent and 
deserve to be liberated,” Bishop Baez said.
 Bishop Baez said he also is praying for “our brothers 
and sisters in the country who are suffering poverty, who 
are taking risks fleeing for exile, looking for a new future 
and a way to fix their lives, for the suffering of the mothers 
of victims, the families of those who are imprisoned.”
 The country is going through a lengthy Via Crucis, or 
Stations of the Cross, he said, and one in which “we feel 

impotent, tired, face great uncertainty,” but prayer is a way 
to plead for a way out, he said.
 Nicaragua began its most recent political and economic 
upheaval in 2018. Unrest that began over protests against 
social security reforms escalated into large-scale scuffles, 
which in some cases sent demonstrators running into 
Catholic churches and schools looking for cover.
 The bishops in the country tried to enter into dialogue 
with the government to bring down the violence against 
civilians, including some that took place on church prop-
erty, but were met with hostility.
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‘The Theology of the Body’
Enter St. Paul

By Diocese of Steubenville
Bishop Emeritus Gilbert I. Sheldon

 note: This article was originally published in the Dec. 
16, 2005, edition of The steubenville Register.

 By way of orientation, the “Theology of the Body” is a 
compilation of a series of talks that Pope John Paul II gave 
in his regular weekly public audiences from September 
1979 to November 1984. Thus far, we have covered about 
half of them in these articles. Basically, they are medita-
tions on relatively few passages from the Bible dealing with 
the human body, sexuality and marriage. We considered 
first those passages in the first three chapters of the Book of 
Genesis that deal with the creation of mankind as male and 
female, and their fall into original sin. Then we looked at 
the Gospel of St. Matthew, specifically at the fifth chapter 
in which begins the Sermon on the Mount, wherein Jesus 
speaks of lust and divorce, and also at Chapter 19, in which 
he discusses divorce again with the Pharisees.
 The late pope then turns his attention to St. Paul, who 
weighs in with some significant passages on these subjects. 
Throughout Paul’s letters there is a consistent thread that 
speaks of the new life that a Christian leads as a result 
of baptism. It is called 
“life in the Spirit.” It is a 
participation in the life of 
Christ himself, brought 
about by the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Later theology 
would call it the life of 
“sanctifying grace.” Our Lord referred to it in the familiar 
passage in St. John’s Gospel when, in speaking with 
Nicodemus, he says, “I solemnly assure you, no one can 
enter into God’s kingdom without being begotten of water 
and the Spirit.” It was in answer to Nicodemus’ question, 
“Can a man return to his mother’s womb and be born 
again?” (see, John, Chapter 3, Verses 4-5).
 All who are baptized in the Christian faith are “born-
again Christians.” Some work at it, of course, and some 

Bishop Sheldon

do not. That is one of the points that St. Paul makes 
repeatedly: that the new life of grace should make a dif-
ference in our lives. It should show! It is in his Letter to 
the Romans, Chapter 8, that Paul elaborates on this point 
most intensely.
 Pope John Paul begins his consideration of St. Paul with 
Galatians 5:16-21. It must be quoted in full to get its full 
significance: “My point is that you should live in accord 
with the Spirit and you will not yield to the cravings of 
the flesh. The flesh lusts against the Spirit and the Spirit 
against the flesh; the two are directly opposed. This is why 
you do not do what your will intends. If you are guided 
by the Spirit, you are not under the law. It is obvious what 
proceeds from the flesh: lewd conduct, impurity, licen-
tiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hostilities, bickering, jealousy, 
outbursts of rage, selfish rivalries, dissensions, factions, 
envy, drunkenness, orgies and the like. I warn you, as I 
have warned you before: those who do such things will 
not inherit the kingdom of God.”
 This is quite a catalogue of sins, and if we interpret 
“idolatry” as the worship of the things of this world (the 
predominant fault of a consumer society), we have almost 
a complete guide for an examination of conscience.

BUT PAUl CoNTINUes: “In contrast, the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patient 
endurance, kindness, generosity, faith, 
mildness and chastity. Against such, 
there is no law!” (Gal 5:22-23).

We should note here that Paul speaks 
of both, “spirit” and “Spirit.” The former 
refers to the spiritual or nonmaterial ele-

ment in man that we call the “soul.” The latter refers to the 
Holy Spirit, the third person of the Blessed Trinity, who is 
seen as the one who effects and develops the supernatural 
life in our soul.
 The pope comments: “The Pauline terminology, how-
ever, means something more. Here the prevalence of the 
flesh seems almost to coincide with the threefold lust ‘of the 
world,’ according to Johannine terminology. He refers, of 
course, to the threefold concupiscence that we saw before: 

as that of the flesh, the eyes and pride of life” (see, 1 John, 
Chapter 2, Verse 16).
 There is a close connection between this threefold con-
cupiscence and Paul’s contrast between the flesh and the 
Spirit. John Paul describes it thus: “Thus Paul’s language 
seems to link with the essential contents of John. The lan-
guage of both denotes what is defined by various forms 
of modern ethics and anthropology, such as humanist au-
tarchy, secularism, or also, in a general sense, sensualism. 
The man who lives according to the flesh is really only 
for what is of the world. He is the man of the senses, the 
man of the threefold lust. ... This man lives almost at the 
opposite pole as compared with what the Spirit wants.”
 We see HeRe also an echo of original sin. As we 
saw before, that sin involved choosing the here and now, 
the things of this world, to the promise of a vastly superior 
life shared with God himself. It is the essence of every sin 
committed since.
 It is original sin, of course, that makes the choice between 
the values of this world and those of the Spirit so difficult 
for us. As the old Baltimore Catechism explained it, our 
intellect was darkened and our will weakened by the sin 
of Adam. John Paul opines: “We see how the latter (life 
according to the Spirit), in man’s present state, in view 
of his hereditary weakness, is constantly exposed to the 
weakness and insufficiency of the former (life according to 
the flesh), to which it often yields, if it is not strengthened 
interiorly to do precisely what the Spirit wants.”
 Chapter 8 of Paul’s Letter to the Romans focuses on this 
point, and in the pope’s words, shows that opposition in its 
extreme form: “Those who live according to the flesh set 
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace” (Rom 8:5-6).
 However, it is that same Holy Spirit himself that 
strengthens and sustains us in the struggle. “He who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies through his Spirit that dwells in you” (Rom 8:11).

“Throughout Paul’s letters there is a 
consistent thread that speaks of the new 
life that a Christian leads as a result of 
baptism. It is called ‘life in the Spirit.’”

The Goodness of Good King Wenceslas

Father Ward

By Father Nicholas S. Ward

 Upon visiting the Wintersville rectory this past Christ-
mas I discovered the pastor, Father Michael Gossett, deeply 
engrossed in what he described to me as “the authorita-
tive” film adaptation of “A Christmas Carol,” which could 
only of course be the one with Muppets in it. Catching 
the first few minutes, I joined him in time to watch the 
scene where Scrooge (played by Michael Caine) angrily 
dismisses a begging caroler (played by Bean Bunny) by 
smothering him with an evergreen garland. The carol he 
was singing, ironically, is about a rich man’s generosity 
in Christmas-tide, and is an interesting deviation from the 
source material as Dickens’ beggar sings “God Rest Ye 
Merry Gentlemen,” yet, as I said before, the former being 
“the authoritative” version, I’m quite fine to let it pass, 
especially since it helps my point. 
 This scene is just one of many pop culture references to 

one of my favorite Christmas carols, “Good King Wences-
las,” a rare song which is a Christmas carol and saint story 
wrapped into one. It is about Václav or Wenceslas I, also 
known as “the Good,” who was duke of Bohemia from 
921 until his martyrdom in the mid-930s, when he was 
killed by his brother and successor Boleslaus “the Cruel.” 
In his life, Wenceslaus was regarded as a kind and gener-
ous king, and was greatly mourned by his people who at 
his passing widely regarded him as a saint. Shortly after 
his murder, Emperor Otto I posthumously bestowed upon 
him the title of “king,” and so it came to be that future 
rulers of Bohemia would bear the regnal dignity and title 
in memory of this good and saintly prince. His was one 
of the first hagiographies (saint biographies) to be widely 
read and published, and he was popularly venerated all 
throughout Europe, but especially in his native Bohemia 
(now the Czech Republic) and in England.
 It is from England that we get the song, written by the 
Anglican priest and hymnwriter John Mason Neale. The 
words, mostly of his own composition, are a loose trans-
lation from a Czech poem of written not long before in 
the middle of the 19th century. Neale was a member of 
the Oxford Movement, a religious movement in England 
which sought to return many of the ancient and medieval 
Catholic traditions to what had become a very protestant-
looking (and sounding) Anglican liturgy, and for this reason 
followers of this movement in the Church of England today 
call themselves “Anglo-Catholics.” It is unsurprising then 

To Page 8
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A Pilgrimage in Charity

By Diocese of Steubenville
Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton

 “So faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love” (1 Cor 13:13).

 On Dec. 30, in the Liturgy of the Hours specifi-
cally in the office of readings, the second reading 
was a reflection on the Holy Family by Pope St. Paul 
VI, specifically reflecting on how the Holy Family 
in Nazareth is a school for you and for me in our 
common Christian pilgrimage.  How faith, hope and 
love is demonstrated by the Holy Family should be 
a profound lesson to you and to me.  
 Faith, hope and love, namely the theological 
virtues, point us directly to God and dispose us to 
live in a relationship with the Holy Trinity. These 
three gifts are infused in our souls by God himself 
providing us the ability to be his children in our 
call to holiness in this Christian pilgrimage. In 
these polarized times, we have all the more reason 
to imitate the relationship 
of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit through 
works of love, which is 
charity. Jesus’ own self-
revelation and self-giving 
is the very foundation 
by which we live these 
virtues. The virtue of love or charity is discernable 
through our own conduct exercised in our daily 
life. How many of us look back at the profound 
challenges that were in our daily lives as we 

embarked in a very difficult pilgrimage nearly three years 
ago at the onset of the pandemic? We are reminded that 
the law of love Jesus shares with us has a vertical aspect, 
but also a horizontal one between each one of us or in 
each person; one is invited to recognize Jesus himself. 
In the Gospel according to John, Jesus presents us with 
an all-encompassing commandment, namely love. This 
virtue enables you and me to imitate the one who loves 
us for Jesus makes charity the new commandment (see, 
John, Chapter 13, Verse 34).
 As we embark into the year 2023 of Our Lord, we are 
adversely affected by the toxic polarization within our 
culture not withstanding even within our own church.  
Polarization has been a reality within the church from its 
very beginning, but polarization hit a new low when toxic-
ity has directly attacked the virtue of charity in our own 
lives. Disdain and an unforgiving heart that rules the day 
is toxic polarization, as the devil himself has wormed his 
way into many hearts and only the love of Christ, namely 
charity can evict him.
 As many of us have made New Year’s Resolutions only 

to break them within days or 
even hours, may the enduring 
one on our pilgrimage in charity 
be how may we further practice 
love toward one another; how 
may you and I be the answer to 
division and toxic polarization 
that has seeped into our culture 

and community? As fellow disciples, you and I offer 
witness to God’s love in the love of one another, and our 
communion of love reflects the reality of our communal 
life with God.

 These days, you and I can encourage each other 
that we have been created in the image and like-
ness of God and Jesus has made us children of God 
through his passion, death and resurrection. In fact, 
Jesus’ divine love constitutes the radical dynamism 
of all Christian existence. As we continue on our 
common pilgrimage in charity, you and I through our 
own personal conduct can bear evidence to others 
that in Christ’s love we’ve got this.

Stay holy; stay healthy; stay safe 
and have a Blessed New Year!

Bishop Monforton

“As fellow disciples, you and I offer witness 
to God’s love in the love of one another, 
and our communion of love reflects the 
reality of our communal life with God.”

By Bishop Robert Barron

 One of the most consequential churchman of the last 
hundred years has died. Pope Benedict XVI (formerly 
Joseph Ratzinger) leaves a remarkable legacy in both the 
church he served and in the wider society. Often pilloried 
by his opponents as a fire-breathing conservative, he was 
in fact one of the most balanced, nuanced and stabilizing 
figures within the Catholic ambit.
 The defining event of his life was the Second Vatican 
Council, the gathering of bishops and theologians from 
1962 to 1965 that placed the Catholic Church in a renewed 
conversation with the contemporary world. Though only 
35 when he was tapped to be theological advisor to one 
of the leading German cardinals, Ratzinger proved to be 
a consequential player at Vatican II, contributing to the 
composition of many of its major documents and explain-
ing its teaching to the wider culture. At the council itself, 

he proved adversarial to those conservative forces who 
were resisting the renewal which the majority of bishops 
favored. One of the ironies of his life is that, in the wake 
of Vatican II, he found himself standing athwart progres-
sives who wanted to push beyond the council documents 
and compromise the integrity of Catholicism. Thus, the 
“liberal” of the council became the “conservative” of the 
post-conciliar years, even as, in his own judgment, his 
views never changed. 
 Someone of like mind was the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Krakow, Karol Wojtyla, who, upon being elected Pope 
John Paul II, chose Ratzinger to be his chief doctrinal 
officer. As head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, Ratzinger spent 25 years articulating the teaching of 
Vatican II and defending it against its critics on both the 
left and the right. His election 
as Pope Benedict XVI in 2005, 
following the death of John 
Paul II, was largely a function 
of his being perceived as a 
balanced man of the council.  
 It is obvious that Ratzinger, 
as priest, bishop, theologian and pope, was a man of 
faith. But it is perhaps equally important to point out 
that he was one of the great defenders of reason on the 
world stage. At a time when many of the representatives 
of the secular culture were questioning our capacity to 
know anything as true, Ratzinger resisted what he termed 
“the dictatorship of relativism.” He claimed, in line with 
the great Catholic tradition, that certain truths – moral, 
intellectual and aesthetic – can be known and that this 

knowledge in fact serves to unite people across religious 
and cultural divides. This was precisely the point of his 
controversial Regensburg Address in 2006. The Christian 
belief that Jesus is “Logos” or word effectively builds a 
bridge between Christianity and any religion, philosophy 
or science that deals in truth and makes “logical” asser-
tions. In line with this instinct, Ratzinger happily engaged 
some of the leading atheist and skeptical philosophers of 
his day.  
 I alluded above to his reputation in some circles as 
Panzerkardinal (the tank-Cardinal), an uncompromis-
ing, even cruel, reactionary. Those who knew Joseph 
Ratzinger personally could only shake their heads at 
such a characterization. For he was, in fact, a gentle, very 
kind, soft-spoken academic, whose particular gift was the 

finding of common ground. The 
thousands of bishops who came 
to Rome for their ad limina visits 
during Ratzinger’s years as pre-
fect were typically impressed by 
the man’s extraordinary capacity 
to listen to all perspectives and 

then to find an illuminating synthesis. His friends say that 
after a long day of work during the John Paul II years, 
Ratzinger most liked to visit one of the bookstores near 
the Vatican, find the latest book of theology and make 
his way to a quiet corner of a nearby restaurant and dine 
alone (his favorite dish was cacio e pepe) while absorb-
ing the text. I cannot help but think that the last 10 years, 
spent in quiet retreat in the Vatican gardens, represented 

Farewell to Pope Benedict

Bishop Barron To Page 8

“For he was, in fact, a gentle, very kind, 
soft-spoken academic, whose particular 
gift was the finding of common ground.”
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Defying Darkness with Christmas Lights

Their lights whisper; “Give all the things 
that afflict you their due, but do not give 
them your soul. You are more than the 

surrounding darkness.”

 While struggling to overcome apartheid 
in South Africa, Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
was sometimes confronted by military 
personnel who came into his church while 
he was preaching, flashing their guns to 
intimidate him. He would smile at them 
and say, “I’m glad you have come to join 
the winning side!” In saying this, he wasn’t 
talking about the apartheid struggle; he was 
talking about the forever victory that Christ 
has won for us. The most important of all 
battles has already been won, and our faith 
puts us on the winning side. Our Christmas 
lights express this, however consciously 
unaware of it we may be.
 Karl Rahner once wrote that, at Christ-
mas, God gives us sacred permission to 
be happy. Christmas also assures us that 
we have more than sufficient grounds to 
be happy, regardless of what might still be 
happening in our lives and in our world. We 
can be defiant in the face of everything that 
demands we be downcast. Our Christmas 
lights express that defiance.

 Father Rolheiser, a missionary oblate 
of mary Immaculate priest, is an author, 
a retreat master and a newspaper 
columnist. more information about his 
ministry is available on his website: 
www.ronrolheiser.com.

By Father Ron Rolheiser

 In the days of apartheid in South Africa, 
one of the ways people expressed their 
opposition and their belief that someday it 
would be overcome, was to light a candle 
and put it in a window where it could be 
seen by anyone passing by. A lit candle, 
publicly displayed, made a prophetic state-
ment. It didn’t take long for the government 
to react. Placing a lit candle in your win-
dow became a criminal offense, equivalent 
to carrying an illegal firearm. The irony 
wasn’t lost on children. They joked, “Our 
government is afraid of lit candles!”
 And well they should be! To light a 
candle for a moral or religious reason (be 
it for protest, for Hanukkah, for Advent 
or for Christmas) is to make a prophetic 
statement of faith and, in essence, make a 
public prayer.
 Admittedly, this can be hard to read in-
side the glow of the millions of Christmas 
tree lights that we see everywhere. Why do 
we put up all these lights at Christmas? A 
cynical answer suggests that this is done for 
purely commercial purposes. As well, for 
many of us, these lights are simply a ques-
tion of aesthetics, color and celebration, 
mostly devoid of any religious meaning. 
However, even here, there is still some-
thing deeper going on. Why do we put up 
lights at Christmas? Why do we light our 
homes and our streets with colorful lights 
at this time of year?
 No doubt, we do it for color, for celebration 

and for commercial reasons; but we also do 
it because, more deeply, it expresses a faith, 
however inchoately this might still be felt, 
that in Christ a final victory has been won and 
light has forever conquered darkness. “The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
cannot overcome it.”
 Our Christmas lights are, in the end, an 
expression of faith and in essence a public 
prayer. Nevertheless, we might still ask, to 
what end? What difference can this possi-
bly make? Putting up lights as a symbol of 
faith can seem like a very insignificant and 
naïve thing to do in the face of the seeming 
overwhelming darkness of our world. We 
look at our world and we see millions suf-
fering from the war, millions of refugees 
on borders around the world and hundreds 
of millions suffering from food shortages. 
As well, when we know that thousands of 
people every day are dying from domestic 
violence, drug violence and gang violence, 
and when we see tension everywhere 

within our governments, our churches, our 
neighborhoods and our families, we might 
ask ourselves, what difference do our little 
string of lights, or indeed all the Christmas 
lights in the world, make?
 Well, in the words of the late Jesuit Mi-
chael Buckley, prayer is most needed, just 
when it is deemed most useless. These are 
words to hang onto. Given the magnitude 
of our world’s problems, given the magni-
tude of the darkness that threatens us, now 
more than ever, it is imperative that we 
express our faith publicly, as a prayer. Now, 
more than ever, we need to show publicly 
that we still believe faith works, that we 
still believe in the power of prayer, and that 
we still believe that, in Christ, the power 
of darkness has been forever overcome.
 This is expressed wonderfully in a poem 
John Shea inscribed inside his Christmas 
card this year.
 

Our Christmas trees want to talk to us
The greater darkness of December can 
take its toll and strengthen what afflicts 
us. Our Christmas trees beg to differ. 
Their branches are full, leafy, strung 
with lights. The brightness is defiant.

We want a perfect world.
But that is not always what we get.

We may experience catastrophic 
weather; a pandemic; threatened health; 

overstressed work, dipping finances, 
struggling relationships, and society 
and world either slightly or wildly 
insane. Our Christmas trees glow. 

Father Rolheiser

the way he really wanted to live all of his 
life. 
 When I was a visiting scholar in Rome 
in the spring of 2007, I made it a point to 
attend Pope Benedict’s Wednesday general 
audiences in St. Peter’s Square. Before a 
sizable crowd, the pope would lecture on 
some aspect of the faith or on one of the 
great theologians of the Catholic tradi-
tion. His extraordinary learning, erudition 
and command of languages were on clear 
display. But what always impressed me 
the most about him was his evident love 
for Christ. Pope Benedict said that Chris-
tianity is not an ideology or a philosophy, 

Farewell
From Page 7 but rather a relationship to a person, to 

the living Jesus Christ. In his bearing, his 
gaze, the tone of his voice, and his manner, 
I could sense that he believed this, more to 
the point, that he lived it. 
 Thank you, Pope Benedict, for the 
thousand ways that you have blessed the 
church. And may God grant you peace.

 Bishop Barron is the bishop of Winona-
Rochester, minnesota. He is the founder 
of Word on Fire Catholic ministries, 
headquartered in Des Plaines, Illinois. 
a nonprofit global media apostolate, 
additional information is available at 
www.wordonfire.org.

that his carol about St. Wenceslas is so 
deliberately Catholic in its words. The first 
verse contains no less than three references 
to the saints, whose daily commemoration 
in the Anglican liturgy had fallen out of 
practice during the reformation, when their 
tombs and relics were feverishly destroyed 
by reformers to prevent them from being 
venerated by the faithful. First, we have 
St. Wenceslaus himself, then a reference 
to the saint of the day, St. Stephen and then 
to St. Agnes. In this way, Neale establishes 
the person, the time and the place in the 
most Catholic way possible, reverencing 
the persons whose lives have made them 
holy.  “The Feast of Stephen” of course 
refers to the day after Christmas, and 
“St. Agnes Fountain” to the Abbey of St. 
Agnes of Prague, the place near where the 
poor man dwells “beneath the mountain.” 
The citation of a monastic institution by 
Neale was probably deliberate, calling to 
mind that England had burned, plundered 
and disbanded all of their own monastic 
houses during the reformation to much 
later regret.   
 Upon sighting the poor man gathering 
fuel, Wenceslaus is moved to compassion, 
and orders his page (servant) to bring him 
red meat, wine and logs for the poor man’s 
fire. The one good king, in bringing three 
gifts, has the generosity of the three magi 
in one, and like the magi, is not confounded 
that his dignity should suffer any loss by 

The Goodness
From Page 6 tending to the poor. The gift of “flesh” 

and “pine logs” is especially gracious 
and fitting, considering that the poor man 
lives by “the forest fence,” and that use 
of the riches of the forest, that is of the 
“vert and venison (lumber and animals 
of the chase),” were in many cases highly 
regulated by law, sometimes reserved to 
the use of nobility or particularly the king 
himself.  It is likely that the king, on St. 
Stephen’s day, is bringing him roast boar, 
often the meat of choice for medieval 
nobility at Christmastime. 
 One of the most touching aspects of the 
story is how, in the last verses, “page and 
monarch” go out together, alone, in the 
freezing cold, bearing their gifts toward 
the poor man’s hovel. The pageboy falters 
because of the cold and deep snow, and 
makes his difficulty known to his liege lord.  
Wenceslaus then kindly encourages his 
servant to walk behind him, literally in his 
footsteps, so that the page’s body would be 
sheltered from the wind and his feet spared 
from the snow. Per the lyric “Heat was in 
the very sod which the saint had printed,” 
we are invited to reflect how the saint’s 
warm heart not only seems to encourage his 
servant, but seems to melt the very snow, 
and also it would seem thaw the frozen 
topsoil as if spring had come prematurely 
by his warmth and generosity.  This could 
easily be an homage to the origin of the 
carol’s tune, taken from a medieval song 
about the coming of Spring titled “Tempus 

adest floridum,” or “Now comes the time 
of flowers.”
 Like the page, we are invited to follow 
in Good King Wenceslaus’ footsteps, 
taking after the example of this well 
remembered and kindly ruler. In the fi-
nal verse, we are exhorted to remember 
that the Christmas spirit of kindness and 
generosity is meant to extend long after 
Christmas day itself, into the Christmas 
season and throughout the whole year. 
The coming of our infant king, who 
came to the aid of our neediness, should 
inspire us to come to the need of others 
as well. Perhaps this is what I like most 
about the song: it isn’t a Christmas Carol 

so much as a day-after-Christmas carol, 
or a “Christ has come: what are you go-
ing to do about it?” kind of song. As St. 
Wenceslaus teaches us, there is much to 
do, and we can hardly do worse by doing 
good to those in need.
 “Therefore, Christian men, be sure, 
wealth or rank possessing, ye who now 
will bless the poor, shall yourselves find 
blessing.” 

 Father Ward is parochial vicar to 
Father Wayne e. morris, pastor of st. 
ann Parish, Chesapeake; st. Joseph and 
st. lawrence o’Toole parishes, Ironton; 
and st. mary mission, Pine Grove.
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Sadie Jacobs smiles as she helps distribute food to people in need in advance of Thanksgiving at Our 
Lady of the Miraculous Medal Parish in Wyandanch, New York, Nov. 19, 2017. Civility expert Christine 
Porath, associate professor at Georgetown University’s McDonough School of Business, says efforts 
to help others can turn around the growing trend of incivility in the workplace and in society as a 
whole. (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)

It’s not news that incivility is on the rise, but what do we do about it?
By Julie Asher 

Catholic News Service
 WASHINGTON — “Rudeness is on the rise. You got 
a problem with that?” screams a recent New York Times 
headline.
 “How rude behavior is becoming the new normal In 
America,” declares a LinkedIn article. Yet another head-
line, this one from Fortune, proclaims: “It’s not just you, 
people really are being more rude lately.”
 Throw in what a majority of Americans polled on the 
topic say, that the “tone and civility of U.S. political debate” 
has been worsening for some time, and it’s not a pretty 
picture.
 So why is this the case, why should it matter and what 
can be done about it?
 Enter Georgetown professor Christine Porath with data 
and some solutions. She has been studying incivility, par-
ticularly in the workplace, for a good 20 years.
 “Incivility is like a virus you can catch anywhere – on-
line, at work, in families, in our communities,” Porath told 
Catholic News Service. “We can see that people pass it on 
to others even when they’re not aware of it and may not 
mean to demean others.”
 It can be spread simply by someone “who is on edge 
and just took in a lot of negativity” and turns around and 
shouts at someone else, she said. “This kind of disrespect, 
rudeness spreads. This is why our small actions matter so 
much.”
 A tenured professor at Georgetown University’s Mc-
Donough School of Business, she is a book author and a 
frequent contributor to the Harvard Business Review. She 
also has written articles for The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, McKinsey Quarterly and The Washington 
Post.
 She does research and conducts surveys, sometimes in 
partnership with others, to gauge incivility particularly in 
the workplace.
 But what happens at work or a place of business has a 
ripple effect beyond the office walls, she noted.
 In a Nov. 9 article in the Harvard Business Review, she 
presented results of a new survey she conducted in August 
to “further track incivility trends and glean more insight 
into what’s happening on the front lines of business and 
society today.”
 “Regardless of how individuals define incivility, they’re 
reporting more of it – and have been for a while now,” Po-
rath wrote. “In 2005 nearly half of the workers I surveyed 
across the globe said they were treated rudely at work at 
least once a month. In 2011 it was up to 55%, and by 2016 
it had climbed to 62%.”
 For her new survey she gathered data “from more than 
2,000 people in more than 25 industries in various roles 
across the globe. ... They included both frontline employees 
and people who had observed them at work.”
 Seventy-six percent of respondents said they “experience 
incivility at least once a month,” she reported.
 In addition, she wrote, 78% said they “witness incivil-
ity at work at least once a month, and 70% witness it at 
least two to three times a month”; 78% “believe that bad 
behavior from customers toward employees is more com-
mon than it was five years ago”; and “66% believe bad 
behavior from customers toward other customers is more 
common than it was five years ago.”
 These 2022 numbers, she noted, “have risen steadily and 
sharply” since a 2012 survey she did.
 “Sadly we have seen a real trend rise in incivility and 
disrespect over the years,” Porath told CNS.
 “Why should it matter? ... Because it has a terrible ef-
fect on people,” she said. In the workplace, it can affect 
people’s work performance, Porath noted. “Whether they 
are the object of disrespect or rudeness” or they witness 
others treated like that, “they are far less attentive” to their 
work.
 But “the good news is we find civility spreads. So what 
can we do?” she said. “It’s very simple. ...The little things 
we do – smile, say hello, put away our phone and pay at-
tention and ask, ‘How can I help?’ These little things make 
a difference.”
 People do not have a sense of belonging today, and 

mental health issues are a huge problem, Porath said. 
“Suicide is at an all-time high. We don’t know exactly who 
is hurting (but) we can often sense who doesn’t feel part 
of the community. Can we look out and care for them in 
small neighborly ways?”
 One of Porath’s favorite people who models how we can 
help lift up people is Pope Francis and “all the wonderful 
things he has spent a lifetime doing.”
 The pope just addressed this in written remarks distrib-
uted to members of the boys’ and girls’ section of Italian 
Catholic Action, a parish-based program of faith building 
and social outreach, during an audience at the Vatican Dec. 
15.
 He encouraged youngsters to put down their phones 
to spend time praying and looking at other people to see 
their needs. “God does not like it when we get lazy on the 
couch; he wants us on the move, on the road, ready and 
willing to get involved,” he wrote.
 Pope Francis’ words and teachings – particularly the 
third encyclical of his papacy, “Fratelli Tutti, on Fraternity 
and Social Friendship” –  inspired the U.S. bishops in Sep-
tember 2021 to launch their own initiative called “Civilize 
It” to address polarization across society and bring people 
together to serve the common good, much like what Porath 
advocates.
 A special webpage for the initiative, CivilizeIt.org, 
has links to a tool kit with resources to help parishes, 
small groups and individuals address polarization of any 
kind.
 Website visitors are invited to sign a pledge saying they 
will rely on “charity, clarity and creativity” to promote un-
derstanding and dialogue over division. Signers pledge to 
affirm each person’s dignity, even when they disagree with 
someone and respectfully listen to others “to understand 
experiences different from my own.”
 Porath, who is Catholic, credited her Jesuit college 
education for the professional path she has taken, calling it 
“fundamental to who I am and what I study for sure.” She 
earned her bachelor’s degree at the College of the Holy 
Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts. She has a doctorate 
from University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
 Once she was in the workplace, she discovered she 
“had a hunger” for ways “we can study things and make 

a difference too.”
 She said her Catholic high school – Gilmour Academy 
in suburban Cleveland – also instilled in her a desire to 
help others. Gilmour offers college-preparatory education 
in the Holy Cross tradition.
 Porath played soccer and basketball, and through 
basketball and “a wonderful coach,” she and her 
teammates participated in games with special-needs 
students. Gilmour students also regularly volunteered at 
a soup kitchen.
 Besides the dozens of articles she has written and 
her many speaking engagements, she also has penned a 
number of books about the workplace and civility aimed 
at business leaders because it’s important to get the word 
“out there to people who can do something” to change the 
work culture.
 She said she always pairs data “with stories of people that 
provide a path forward and why this makes a difference,” 
as she did in her well-received 2017 book, “Mastering 
Civility: A Manifesto for the Workplace.”
 Among people in business she looks to for inspiration 
and has written about are Amy D’Ambra, a good friend 
she calls her “hero,” and her own brother, Mike.
 D’Ambra is the founder and president of Los Angeles-
based My Saint My Hero, which creates “wearable 
blessings” – jewelry made “with love and prayer,” as the 
website says. The company, through its sales, helps women 
in need around the globe, including survivors of human 
trafficking.
 Porath called it “a real blessing” to be working with 
her brother, who is the founder and CEO of The Mighty, 
a digital platform that connects people around the globe 
over countless health conditions. It has more than 3 million 
registered users.
 In 2009, Mike Porath and his wife were told their unborn 
son was missing an organ and that their 2-year-old daughter 
had a rare chromosome disorder. They went online to learn 
what they could and found a community of people facing 
similar medical situations and offering solace. This led to 
the launch of The Mighty.
 Mike and The Mighty, Christine Porath said, are an in-
spiration for how to “not only create community but serve 
community.”
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Up and down the diocese

Caldwell community hosts cantata

Noble County Community Choir performs a “Christmas Cantata” at St. 
Stephen Church, Caldwell, Dec. 10. The choir is directed by Jeannette 
Feldner, and Maureen Schultice was the pianist. Members of the group 
belong to various churches in the Caldwell community. The choir members 
shown above are Mary Allen, Jane Barnett, Thomasina Crock, Amy Feldner, 
Betty Flach, Ruth Garrett, Sharon Robinson, Linda Ruppel, Tammy Wells, 
Alice Bond, Kathy Crock, Grace Geary, Kaeli Peoples, Michelle Reeves, 
Susan Rugg, Vanessa Sawyer, Marvin Ruppel, Chris Wells, Kris Bright, Jeff 
Goggins, Brad People, Rodner Robinson and Pernell Saling. (Photo provided)

CWC raises $6,000 to help Haiti

Catholic Woman’s Club members at the Basilica of St. Mary of 
the Assumption, Marietta, recently raised $6,000 from fundrais-
ers and donations, including the Christmas cookie walk pictured 
above, to help provide clean water for families in a remote, rural 
community in Hinche, Haiti. The Catholic Woman’s Club partnered 
with Cross Catholic Outreach. According to their website, Cross 
Catholic Outeach is “official Catholic ministry that partners with 
bishops, priests, religious and lay workers to provide food, water, 
housing, education, orphan support, medical care, microenterprise 
and disaster relief – and the love of Our Lord Jesus Christ – to the 
poorest of the poor in more than 30 countries around the world.” 
The CWC members said, “Every 15 seconds, a child in a developing 
country dies of cholera or some other water borne disease from 
contaminated water.” (Photo provided)

Bishop will celebrate Eucharistic 
Revival Mass Jan. 21 in Marietta
 MARIETTA — Steubenville Bishop 
Jeffrey M. Monforton will celebrate a 
Eucharistic Revival Mass at 5:30 p.m., 
Jan. 21, at the Basilica of St. Mary of 

the Assumption, Marietta.
 For additional information about the 
revival, visit the diocesan website: www.
diosteub.org/national-eucharistic-revival.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Catholic leaders 
around the world who had been praying 
for retired Pope Benedict XVI reacted with 
sorrow to news of his death Dec. 31 but 
expressed gratitude for his years of service 
to the Catholic Church as a theologian and 
pope.
 Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio, presi-
dent of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, who had known then-Cardinal 
Joseph Ratzinger when they both worked 
in the Roman Curia, said in a statement, 
“While we grieve that he is no longer with 
us here, I join Catholics everywhere in of-
fering my profound gratitude to the Lord 
for the gift of Pope Benedict XVI and his 
ministry.”
 “As a priest, university professor and 
theologian, archbishop and cardinal, his 
voice in deepening an authentic under-
standing” of the faith “led all of us to 
a more profound love of truth and the 
mystery of God,” the archbishop said. “It 
will take many years for us to delve more 
deeply into the wealth of learning that he 
has left us.”
 The night before retired Pope Benedict 
XVI died, thousands of people had joined 
Cardinal Angelo De Donatis, papal vicar 
for Rome, in praying for the ailing pope, 
the former bishop of Rome, in the Basilica 
of St. John Lateran.
 In his homily, the cardinal said that 
“even in old age and illness, Pope Benedict 
continues to sustain humanity” with his 

Church leaders remember Pope Benedict XVI with gratitude, admiration

Pope Benedict XVI is pictured 
during his general audience in St. 
Peter’s Square at the Vatican June 
6, 2012. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

prayers, and “in deep communion with 
Pope Francis, the pope emeritus is a sign of 
the beautiful face of the church that reflects 
the light of the face of Christ.”
 “As a priest, theologian, bishop and 
pope,” the cardinal said, he always “ex-
pressed the strength and sweetness of the 
faith with essentiality and simplicity.”
 Canadian Cardinal Thomas Collins of 
Toronto said in a statement Dec. 31, “As 
a priest for more than 70 years and in his 
time as bishop and supreme pontiff, Pope 
Emeritus Benedict offered each one of us 
a personal example of fidelity and of what 
it is to be a devoted disciple of Jesus.”
 “As a theologian, he followed in the foot-
steps of the great St. Augustine in offering 
to us profound insight into the mysteries 
of our Christian faith, insight arising by 
God’s grace not only from his astonishing 
intellect and learning, but also from his per-
sonal holiness and pastoral care for God’s 

people,” Cardinal Collins continued. “His 
writings will help guide disciples of Jesus 
in the centuries that lie before us.”
 Cardinal Christoph Schonborn, who 
studied with the former Father Joseph 
Ratzinger and worked with him in draft-
ing the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
tweeted: “It is with great gratitude that I 
think of Pope Benedict, with whom I was 
associated for decades. He was a compan-
ion and role model for me as a theologian, 
priest and bishop. Now he may experience 
in fullness the friendship of Jesus that he 
proclaimed.”
 Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, president 
of the Pontifical Academy for Life, said 
he and the members share “in the church’s 
grief over the death of Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI,” who will be remembered 
“as one of the most influential theologians 
of the 20th century, constantly striving to 
make the faith understandable and trust-
worthy for modern men and women.”
 Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, presi-
dent of the Joseph Ratzinger-Benedict XVI 
Vatican Foundation, said that while the last 
public event Pope Benedict participated in 
was a 2016 celebration at the Vatican for 
his 65th anniversary of priesthood, Pope 
Francis and other friends and visitors 
continued to meet with him, and images 
would circulate on social media “so that 
we continued to feel accompanied by his 
discreet but vigilant presence.”
 Sometimes, Father Lombardi said, the 
retired pope would reply to letters or send 
brief messages, “from which his kindness 

and the sharpness and intensity of his spiri-
tual presence invariably shone through.”
 Summarizing the late pope’s life in 
the Jesuit journal La Civiltà Cattolica, 
Father Lombardi wrote, “The horizons of 
Ratzinger’s thought and ecclesial service 
expanded over eight decades from his na-
tive Bavaria to the ends of the earth, then 
his gaze focused on the fascinating and 
mysterious face of Jesus,” up to the mo-
ment of his own “encounter” with the Lord.
 “The legacy he leaves us is that charac-
teristic of a theologian called to the See of 
Peter, who confirmed his brothers in the 
faith through teaching, sacramental ser-
vice and the testimony of his life,” Father 
Lombardi wrote.
 U.S. Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley of 
Boston also commented on Pope Benedict’s 
“deep and abiding faith and extraordinary 
record of theological scholarship.”
 Cardinal O’Malley was present in 
Washington in 2008 when Pope Benedict 
met with survivors of clerical sexual abuse 
and “recognized the pain experienced by 
survivors and all persons impacted by the 
abuse crisis,” he said. “He was then, and 
at all times remained, committed to the 
church supporting their journey toward 
healing and doing all that was possible to 
ensure the protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable adults.”
 Bishop Georg Bätzing, president of the 
German bishops’ conference, said, “We are 
mourning a personality who imparted hope 
and direction to the church even in difficult 
times.”
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As CNS Washington closes, we reflect on more than 100 years of service
By Greg Erlandson

Catholic News Service
 WASHINGTON — Catholic News 
Service turned 100 years old in 2020. 
Unfortunately, our birthdate coincided 
with the start of a worldwide pandemic, 
and many of our celebration plans were 
canceled. A highlight, however, was Pope 
Francis meeting with the CNS Rome staff 
in February 2021 to mark the anniversary.
 At that meeting, Pope Francis praised 
the news service, saying it “has provided 
an invaluable contribution to the English-
speaking world through its coverage of the 
church’s mission of proclaiming the Gospel 
and witnessing to the love of God revealed 
in Jesus Christ.”
 “In an age when news can be easily 
manipulated and misinformation spread, 
you seek to make the truth known in a way 
that is, in the words of your motto, ‘fair, 
faithful and informed,’” the pope told the 
CNS staff. “I thank you for your work and 
I encourage you to continue fostering dia-
logue and honest communication between 
individuals and communities.”
 Unforeseen at the time of the anniversary 
was that the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops would be closing the domestic 
bureaus of Catholic News Service as of 
Dec. 30, 2022. The Rome bureau will 
remain open, however, continuing its 
award-winning coverage of the pope and 
the Vatican.
 For more than a century, CNS has cov-
ered the major events in the life of the 
church. It connected the U.S. church with 
an international audience, and it informed 
millions of Catholics in parishes and dio-
ceses across the nation about the events of 
the day as seen from a Catholic perspective.

 From the beginning, this was the mis-
sion of the news service. The news service 
grew out of a need by Catholic newspapers 
for national and international news cov-
erage that could supplement their local 
reporting. It was a visionary response by 
the U.S. bishops in cooperation with the 
Catholic Press Association to provide 
such coverage for the benefit of a growing 
network of diocesan and national Catholic 
newspapers.
 Over the decades, the news service ex-
panded the services it provided. In 1950, 
CNS opened a Rome bureau – a providen-
tial move that allowed it to provide daily 
coverage of the Second Vatican Council.
 It instituted a photo service that grew to 

include videos and multimedia presenta-
tions tailored to our digital age. It began a 
documentary service to chronicle impor-
tant texts of the post-Vatican II church at 
home and abroad, providing content and 
context. It provided a catechetical series 
called Faith Alive!
 And it took over the Office and Film and 
Broadcasting, expanding its coverage to 
include video games as well as the growing 
number of movies and shows available on 
streaming services.
 CNS has, over time, come to see its role 
as not only bringing the world’s news to 
Catholic readers but connecting Catholics 

with each other. Through its alliances with 
client publications, it brought the best of 
local journalism – whether in Australia 
or Africa or the diocese next door – to a 
worldwide audience. It made the voices 
of church leaders heard far beyond their 
chanceries. It partnered with other Catholic 
news gathering organizations to show the 
challenges and the genius of local Catholic 
communities around the world.
 And all of this was done while meeting 
the professional standards of our vocation. 
We eschewed rumor for fact. We sought 
on-the-record sources whenever possible. 
We strove for balanced reporting, fairly 
presented. In service to the truth, we have 
been ever mindful, in the words of Pope 
Francis, “not to entertain prejudices or 
draw hasty conclusion ... to take the time 
needed to understand, to pay attention to 
the essentials.” (World Communications 
Day Prayer, 2021)
 The availability of a robust Catholic 
press to counter the fake news and false 
narratives in social media and beyond is 
critical for a healthy church to make its 
voice heard in an increasingly cacophonous 
world.
 The articles that follow highlight the ac-
complishments of Catholic News Service 
over the past century and the contribution 
CNS has made to the church.
 In the years ahead, the CNS mission will 
be carried on by Catholic News Service 
in Rome. The Rome staff’s coverage of 
the Vatican in text, photo and video will 
be distributed in collaboration with the 
new wire service launched by Our Sunday 
Visitor.

Catholic News Service news editors pose for a photo in 1999. Pictured are 
Julie Asher, Agostino Bono, Jim Lackey, Nancy Frazier O’Brien and Barb 
Fraze. (CNS file)

Obituaries
 Stanley “Stush” Baraski, 73, St. John, 
Bellaire, Dec. 24.
 Martha A. Fiest ,  95, St.  Peter, 
Steubenville, Dec. 14.
 Mary E. Lang Huck, 91, Vincent, 
St. John the Baptist, Churchtown, Dec. 
30.
 Jovan G. Lockhart, 38, St. Peter, 

Steubenville, Dec. 25.
 Max L. Malone, 84, Vincent, St. 
Ambrose, Little Hocking, Dec. 16.
 Judith “Judy” McMullen Spires, 83, 
Cutler, St. Ambrose, Little Hocking, Nov. 
28.
 Lori Warner, 48, St. John, Bellaire, 
Dec. 19.

 VATICAN CITY (CNS) — With the 
birth of Jesus, God became flesh to share 
the joys and sorrows, hopes and fears of all 
people, especially the poor and those living 
daily amid danger, Pope Francis said in his 
Christmas message.
 “He comes as a helpless child. He is born 
in the cold night, poor among the poor. In 
need of everything, he knocks at the door 
of our heart to find warmth and shelter,” 
the pope said Dec. 25 before giving his 
blessing “urbi et orbi” (to the city and the 
world).
 Tens of thousands of people gathered in 
St. Peter’s Square under warm, sunny skies 
for the blessing and for the pope’s message 
inviting people to pay less attention to 
presents and more to prayer, particularly 
for Ukraine and other places where war and 
strife challenge the angels’ proclamation of 
“peace on earth.”
 “Let us leave behind the hue and din that 
deadens our hearts and makes us spend 
more time in preparing decorations and 

Listen to the cries of the newborn Prince of Peace, pope says on Christmas

gifts than in contemplating the great event: 
the son of God born for us,” Pope Francis 
told people in the square and those listen-
ing by radio or watching on television or 
online.

 “Brothers and sisters,” he told them, “let 
us turn our eyes to Bethlehem and listen to 
the first faint cries of the Prince of Peace. 
For truly Jesus is our peace.”
 The incarnation, passion, death and 

resurrection of Jesus “opened the way that 
leads from a world closed in on itself and 
oppressed by the dark shadows of enmity 
and war, to a world that is open and free to 
live in fraternity and peace,” the pope said.
 To follow Jesus’ path of peace, he said, 
“we must divest ourselves of the burdens 
that weigh us down and block our way,” 
the same obstacles that prevented King 
Herod from welcoming the birth of Jesus: 
“attachment to power and money, pride, 
hypocrisy, falsehood.”
 In the “small and innocent face” of the 
baby Jesus lying in the manger, he urged, 
“let us see the faces of all those children 
who, everywhere in the world, long for 
peace.”
 Unfortunately, he said, just like 2,000 
years ago, “Jesus, the true light, comes into 
a world sick with indifference – a terrible 
sickness – a world that does not welcome 
him and indeed rejects him, as it does with 
many foreigners, or ignores him, as we all 
too often do with the poor.”

Pope Francis waves to the crowd in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican, Dec. 
25. The pope delivered his Christmas message and gave his blessing “urbi 
et orbi” (to the city and the world). (CNS photo)
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Retired Pope Benedict XVI greets Pope Francis during an event for the 
elderly in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Sept. 28, 2014. Pope Benedict 
planned to live a “hidden life” in retirement, but to the delight and surprise 
of pilgrims and cardinals, he appeared at events with Pope Francis several 
times. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Pope pays tribute to Pope Benedict
By Carol Glatz

Catholic News Service
 VATICAN CITY — Here are some 
important events in the life of Pope 
Benedict XVI:
 April 16, 1927: Joseph Ratzinger is 
born in Marktl am Inn, Germany.
 1945: With World War II ending, the 
18-year-old conscripted soldier deserts 
from the German army and is held 
briefly as a U.S. prisoner of war.
 June 29, 1951: He is ordained a 
priest along with his brother, Georg, 
and continues his theological studies.
 1958-1977: He teaches theology at 
five German universities.
 1962-1965: Father Ratzinger serves 
as an expert at the Second Vatican 
Council.
 May 28, 1977: He is ordained a 
bishop, becoming the archbishop of 
Munich and Freising, Germany.
 June 27, 1977: Pope Paul VI elevates 
him into the College of Cardinals.
 1981-2005: He serves as prefect of 
the Holy See’s Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith.
 April 19, 2005: Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, 78, elected pope and takes 
the name Benedict XVI.
 Dec. 22, 2005: In a meeting with top 
aides at the Vatican, Pope Benedict in-
sists the teaching of the Second Vatican 
Council must be read in continuity with 
the church’s tradition.
 Sept. 12, 2006: In a speech about 
faith and reason at the University of 
Regensburg, Germany, Pope Benedict 
cites a historical criticism of violence 
in Islam, setting off consternation and 
protests.
 April 16, 2007: The first of what 
would be a three-volume work, “Jesus 
of Nazareth,” by Pope Benedict goes on 

Timeline of Pope Benedict’s life
sale and is an immediate commercial 
success.
 July 7, 2007: Pope Benedict issues 
an apostolic letter, “Summorum Pon-
tificum,” permitting wider use of the 
1962 Roman Missal.
 April 15-20, 2008: Pope Benedict 
visits Washington, New York and the 
United Nations, meets with victims of 
clerical sex abuse for first time.
 January 2009: With Pope Bene-
dict’s approval, the Vatican issues a 
letter lifting the excommunication of 
four traditionalist bishops belonging 
to the Society of St. Pius X to clear 
the way for reconciliation talks with 
the group.
 Nov. 4, 2009: With the apostolic 
constitution “Anglicanorum coetibus,” 
Pope Benedict establishes personal 
ordinariates for Anglicans entering 
into full communion with the Catholic 
Church.
 July 15, 2010: With the approval 
of Pope Benedict, the Vatican releases 
streamlined procedures for handling 
accusations of clerical sexual abuse and 
removing from the priesthood those 
found guilty.
 May 1, 2011: Pope Benedict beatifies 
Pope John Paul II.
 Feb. 28, 2013: Pope Benedict, 85, 
becomes the first pope in almost 600 
years to resign; he cited declining 
strength because of age.
 2013-2022: Lives a “monastic” life 
of prayer and study, receives visitors 
in a renovated monastery near the 
Vatican Gardens. With prompting from 
Pope Francis, he appears in public for 
a number of significant church events 
at the Vatican.
 Dec. 31, 2022: Pope Emeritus Bene-
dict XVI dies at 9:34 a.m.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Keeping his ap-
pointment to celebrate vespers as 2022 was 
ending, Pope Francis also paid tribute to 
his predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI, who 
died early Dec. 31.
 “At this moment, our thoughts go spon-
taneously to our dearest Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI, who left us this morning,” 
Pope Francis told thousands of people 
joining him in St. Peter’s Basilica for the 
evening prayer service.
 “With emotion we remember him as 
such a noble, such a gentle person,” the 
pope said. “And we feel so much gratitude 

in our hearts: gratitude to God for having 
given him to the church and to the world; 
gratitude to him, for all the good he ac-
complished, particularly for his witness 
of faith and prayer, especially in these last 
years of his retired life.”
 “Only God knows the value and strength 
of his intercession and his sacrifices offered 
for the good of the church,” Pope Francis 
said of the 95-year-old Pope Benedict, who 
had spent almost 10 years in retirement in 
a monastery in the Vatican Gardens.
 The prayers of the faithful also included 
special mention of the deceased Pope 
Benedict, asking God to allow him to see 
Jesus face to face.

Pope Benedict XVI holds his pastoral 
staff as he presides at a consistory 
in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican 
Nov. 20, 2010. Pope Benedict died 
Dec. 31, 2022, at the age of 95 in his 
residence at the Vatican. (CNS photo/
Paul Haring)

 VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Here is a 
collection of notable quotes from Pope 
Benedict XVI from homilies, documents, 
messages and speeches from 2005 to 2013, 
the years he served as pope. They are 
grouped according to subject.

 Abortion and the right to life:
 “How can it be that the most wondrous 
and sacred human space – the womb – has 
become a place of unutterable violence” 
through abortion?
 – Speech, World Youth Day, Sydney, 
July 17, 2008

 “The fundamental human right, the 
presupposition of every other right, is the 
right to life itself. This is true of life from 
the moment of conception until its natural 
end. Abortion, consequently, cannot be a 
human right – it is the very opposite.”
 – Speech in Austria, Sept. 7, 2007

 Abuse:
 “It is your God-given responsibility as 
pastors to bind up the wounds caused by 
every breach of trust, to foster healing, to 
promote reconciliation and to reach out 
with loving concern to those so seriously 
wronged.”

Notable quotes from Pope Benedict XVI
 – Meeting with U.S. bishops, April 16, 
2008

 “To the victims of abuse and their fami-
lies: You have suffered grievously, and I am 
truly sorry. I know that nothing can undo 
the wrong you have endured. Your trust has 
been betrayed and your dignity has been 
violated. Many of you found that, when 
you were courageous enough to speak of 
what happened to you, no one would listen. 
In her name, I openly express the shame 
and remorse that we all feel.”
 – Letter to Catholics of Ireland, March 
2010

 Faith and reason:
 “The God in whom we believe is a God 
of reason – a reason, to be sure, which is not 
a kind of cold mathematics of the universe 
but is one with love and with goodness. We 
make our prayer to God, and we appeal 
to humanity, that this reason – the logic 
of love and the recognition of the power 
of reconciliation and peace – may prevail 
over the threats arising from a spurious and 
godless reason.”
 – Speech, May 28, 2006

 “The closer a person is to God, the closer 

he is to people.”
 – Homily, Dec. 8, 2005

 Family and marriage:
 “The good that the church and society as 
a whole expect from marriage and from the 
family founded upon marriage is so great 
as to call for full pastoral commitment. 
Marriage and the family are institutions 
that must be promoted and defended from 
every possible misrepresentation of their 
true nature.”
 – Exhortation, “Sacramentum Caritatis,” 
Feb. 22, 2007.

 “Dear married couples, your love is 
fruitful first and foremost for yourselves, 
because you experience the joy of receiving 
and giving. It is also fruitful in your gener-
ous and responsible procreation of children 
and in your attentive care for them.”
 – World Meeting of Families, Milan, 
Italy, June 3, 2012

 Liturgy:
 “Certainly, the beauty of our celebrations 
can never be sufficiently cultivated, fostered 
and refined, for nothing can be too beautiful 
for God, who is himself infinite beauty.”
 – Homily in Paris, Sept. 12, 2008.


	Pages1-4Jan6
	Pages5-8Jan6
	Pages9-12Jan6

